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The Cultural and Historical Awareness Program at College of the Sequoias is an annual speaker and performance series designed to expose COS students 
and the broader community to a variety of intellectual and cultural topics vital to contemporary society. Each year, the CHAP program establishes a general 
theme, and invites speakers and performers from across professions and academic disciplines to share their work and scholarship. By encouraging a 
range of interdisciplinary conversations, the CHAP program enriches the intellectual life of COS and of the broader communities of Central California.

All CHAP events are Free and Open to the public. Parking is Free during the event.

Citizen-Scientist

John Austin
Thursday, April 20, 7 p.m.

 

John Austin is a National Park Service veteran of 41 years, ending his career at the Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks as a natural resource program manager and jack-of-all-trades. After retiring in 2014, 
he researched and published peer-reviewed publications on the Tulare Lake Basin’s flood, drought and 
water use history. Austin holds degrees in geology, forestry and economics. Austin grew up as a Southern 
farm boy and spent much of his life in the Rockies, moving to the Sierra foothills in 1999.

COS Visalia campus, Ponderosa Lecture Hall

College of the Sequoias does not discriminate on the basis of ethnicity, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, color or disabilities in any of its programs or activities. College of the Sequoias 
is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodations should be made 10 working days before this advertised program.

The Tulare County Historical Society has been an active advocate for county history since 1944. Adolph Sweet was the first president. Our mission 
is to promote interest in the history of Tulare County and preserve the heritage of our area for future generations. The society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization.

Co-sponsored by the
Tulare County Historical Society

Speaking on how drought, 
climate change and ground-

water overuse have changed 
the Tulare Lake Basin


